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23 • KOREA o Enemy troops in Korea retain potential for powerful offensive in west 


central K!orea g ! wrhi le the enemy's cur- 

rant activities continue to indicate an "active and tenacious* defense, his 
"strong potential for offensive action, developed over a considerable period 
of time, ia still largely available, and he remains papable c£ launohing at- 
tacks, looal or more extensive, at the time of his choosing* 

If the ene my chooses to initiate an offensive with his present deploy- 


ment of forces, | 
in the west witn seoui as 


his major effort would be concentrated 
an objective* Available for such action in the 


west central sector are eight or nine Chinese Communist armies, supported 
by a North Korean and a Chinese Communist armored division and by four 
Chinese Communist artillery divisions* Additionally the enemy would be 
oapable of launching secondary efforts southeast towards Seoul from the east 
oentral sector with two and possibly three Chinese Communist armies, and 
with one Chinese Communist army a nd four Norlfls Korean oorps in the eastern 
sector* | 20 Oot 5l) 


24* Major forth Korean airfield under construction 60 miles south of 

the Valu l&Ver t | [ a major 

effort underway to make an airfield south of the northwestern Korean’ 
city of Taaohon operational* Thousands of laborers employing trucks. 


bulldozers and ste*un rollers 
revetments tad on resurfacing 
200 foot runway* The area around the airfield was "saturated" with 


working on some SO aircraft 
apparently with concrete — the 6500 x 


personnel slit trenches and the field was protected by three batteries 
of eight heavy an tiairoraft guns and several antiaircraft machine gun 
positions* More antiaircraft positions were under construction* 
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hitiiil e Taeohon is only 60 


miles south of the major enemy jet base at Antung, this distanoe repre- 
sents "over one-fourth of the combat range of MIG-15 T 0 without external 
fuel tanka#" Although the field, "due to its lack of facilities," is not 
suited for staging ground attack or bom ber aircraft sorties#" it is well 


suited for Interception operations*" 0 
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Comment » These intensive efforts to prepare a major field capable 
of sustaining jet operations are further evidence of the importance 
attached to gaining at least partial control in the air over northwestern 
Korea# 


The elaborate antiaircraft defense system reported around the field, 
coupled with the increased Communist jet fighter interceptor operations 
over this area* 'signifies a determination not heretofore noted to put 
this field in. m operational status# 


8oviet pilots from east Germany arrive in Manchuria for combat 
operations over Korea t| [le a me d 


that a 


group of about 100* Soviet jet pilots, ranging in rank from captain to 
lieutenant colonel, had arrived in Mukden in late September# These 
pilots * oommanded by a Colonel "Otu-y&ng-kOj" were drawn from Soviet 
air force units in eastern Germany and were scheduled to return there 
after a two months oombat tour in Korea# 
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Comment* This report tallies very oloaely with unconfirmed infor- 
mation rooolvod [ I in early September # 1 

[~ ' 1 a 8oviet ^et pilotwith the rank 

pf ma^dr 9 was transferred early in September to the Mukden area where he 
was to aot as "operations offioer to the 26th Soviet Air Force Command#" 

It is believed probable that Soviet pilots, acting as combat pilot*- 
instructors or in operational units, are currently piloting some of the 
MIG aircraft that are encountered almost daily over Korea# 


27* KQBEA# Percentage of Chinese Communist desertions decreases* The US Far 
^as^^'tfoTTmiand ok s erves that -the percentage of Chinese Communist prisoners 
who deserted to the UN has decreased sinoe 10 August# Additionally, 
prisoners who deserted during this period were in groups of six or less 
and were motivated more by being isolatedfrom their parent unit than by 
morale reasons# 

Chinese Communist desertions sinoe early June are as follows « 


Period 

Total Prisoners 

Per oent Deserted 

10 Jtm - 9 Jul 

639 

31 

10 Jul - 9 Aug 

91 

46 

10 Aug - 9 Sep 

221 

24 

10 Sep - 9 Oot 

663 

8 


The US Eighth Army attributes this decline to "olose surveillance and 
intensified propaganda" on the part of the enemy# 
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Comments This lowering of the Chinese CommuniBt desertion rate tends 
to confirm an earlier FECOM estimate that 'the enemy 1 s morale along the 
battle line ranged from good to excellent# 
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29® ' Communists use Inland waterway as supply route i The UN naval task 

force operating the Worth Korean w esrfc ooast report a that as of 17 > 

October w enemy use of' the water way between Pyongyang and Bariwon formed 
tka TaedOng' and Chaeryong rivers appears increasing*" 
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' Coymoyt i Communist utilisation of all means of traneportation in 
Ko re a Sas re suit e d in a generally, "adequate" level of supplies for the 
front line units, even in the face of the intensive UN air and sea inter* 
diotion program* 
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